
Project Handout

Deadlines.
Written Abstract (including data): March 7, 2008 before class
Written Project: April 11, 2008, in class.
Oral presentation: April 9 and 11 2008 in class.

Guidelines.

À You can do the project by yourself or by a team of 2 students. (Team
projects are encouraged, but have no impact on grading.)

Á The scope of the project should be proportional to the number of
students involved.

Â It must address a real-world problem with real data relevant to the
course materials.

Ã The goal of the project is to show that you know the material discussed
in this course and beyond, NOT to find a significant hypothesis test-
ing result. In other words, a rigorous study covering the materials
discussed in the course is more important than showing that the test
result is statistically significant.

Ä The page limit of the final report is 15 (8 1/2 by 11), including figures
and computer output, if any.

Å Things to avoid:

(a) misuse the methods or models,

(b) mis-interpret the results,

(c) overlook model inadequacy,

(d) messy or sloppy report.

Submission.
When you submit your project, give Dr. Serban a floppy disk with your
data (so she can redo the analysis); in the floppy, you should have only your
RAW DATA, not the analysis. DO NOT SEND DATA BY E-MAIL. In
selecting your topic choose something that interests you, and try to have a
main, answerable question in mind.
Report.
Your project report will need to be a thorough but concise report of your
entire investigation and it should include:

À Summary (goals and major findings);
Á Table of contents;
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Â Description of the reason for your study;
Ã Statement of how you a priori expected the study to turn out;
Ä Explain the raw data;
Å Appropriate statistical analyses of the data (use graphs as well as

numerical summaries);
Æ Statement of the subject matter implications of your study;
Ç Discussion of further questions raised by your study (that might be

investigated in the future).

Presentation.
Oral presentations of project results will take place in class on April 9 and
April 11. These will involve simply presenting a clear and concise 10-minute
summary of the project and its main results. All students must attend the
presentations and be in class on time.
There will be no extensions or make-ups. Students who are unable to turn
in their project, take the exam, or do their presentation must consult with
the instructor in advance, if possible.
Students with learning disabilities must consult with the instructor by the
2nd week of class if special arrangements are required.
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